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The Labor Market Information Newsletter on Maine Economic Activity 
1990 Census ... How an Accurate Count Involves 
the Nation-and You! 
I t's on the way. It will be here before you can say "everybody counts." The 1990 Census will be the 
21st in the nation's history and the largest and most 
complex ever undertaken. The Census Bureau expects 
to count 250 million people and 106 million housing 
units. 
The success of the census depends on you, in fact, on 
everyone. In 1990, questionnaires will be delivered to 
more than 106 million housing units and living quarters 
in the country. More than 300,000 census takers and 
support personnel will help conduct the census and add 
up the final results. How well you cooperate, which 
means completing and returning your questionnaire, 
will detennine how accurate the census will be. 
Most households will receive a questionnaire by mail. 
Others, depending on location, will have forms 
delivered by census takers. Roughly five out of six 
households will receive a short fonn. About one out of 
six households will be asked to fill out a longer fonn. 
The longer fonn asks additional questions on ancestry, 
employment, education, income, type of housing, 
utilities, and so on. 
The questions are basic. The short fonn asks questions 
about race, Hispanic origin, age, marital status, whether 
you rent or own your residence, the number of rooms, 
etc . 
Once the Census Bureau receives your questionnaire, a 
key part of the work begins. If the questionnaire is 
incomplete, a census employee must contact you to 
obtain the information. Then the answers on your ques-
tionnaire are combined with those from other question-
naires to produce statistical totals for various 
geographical areas. It is these combined numbers, not 
your personal answers, that are published and put to 
thousands of uses. 
For example, the population count for your area is used 
to determine how many seats Maine will have in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. States use the numbers 
to allocate seats in their legislatures. Billions of dollars 
in federal funds are returned to states, local govern-
ments, and American Indian reservations and Alaska 
Native villages. State funds are returned to cities and 
counties. Amounts are based in part on population and 
housing data. Beyond that, planners use census facts to 
determine where to locate such facilities as hospitals, 
schools, and day care and senior citizen centers. 
Various social programs receive funds based on census 
infonnation. Businesses use the data for decisions in-
volving expansion and jobs. 
So, why not stand up and count yourself in the census? 
Everyone loses if everyone is not counted. It's good for 
all of us! 
Labor Market Information Services 
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MAINE'S OLDER POPULATION -- A SOURCE OF LABOR 
As the number of youth declines, the number of older people is rising. 
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Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment by Place of Work 
in Thousands 
• 
STATEWIDE PORTLAND MSA LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA 
This Last Year This Last Year This Last Year 
ITEM Month Month Ago Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
Total Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employmentj/ ... 536.3 535.4 533.0 136.9 135.7 131.4 41.6 40.7 41.0 
Total Manufacturing . . . . . . . . ........ . ..... . .. 108.1 109.8 109.2 17.2 17.1 17.3 9.9 10.0 10.4 
Durable Goods ........................... 50.0 50.0 51. 7 8.1 8.1 8.3 2.8 2.9 3.0 
Lumber and Wood Products . .... .. .... . 12.5 12.7 13.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.6 
Primary and Fabricated Metals ..... . .. . . . 3.5 3.4 3.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.8 0.9 
Industrial Machinery and Equipment ...... 4.4 4.3 4.7 1.9 1. 9 2.0 0.6 0.6 0.2 
Electronic and Other Electric Equipment .. 10.0 10.0 11.2 3.1 3.1 3.7 (d) (d) 0.8 
Transportation Equipment_]/ .. .. ...... . .. 14.6 14.7 13.4 (d) (d) (d) (d) (d) 0.2 
Other Durable Goods lJ . ... . . . . . ... .. ... 5.0 4.9 4.9 1.8 1.8 1.4 0.8 0.9 0.3 
Nondurable Goods .. . .. ................. . . 58.1 59.8 57. 5 9.1 9.0 
-
9.0 7.1 7.1 7.4 
Food and Kindred Products . .. . .......... 7.5 8.9 7.5 1.9 1.9 1.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 
Textile Mill Products . ............ . 6.3 6.3 6.0 (d) (d) (d) 0.9 0.9 1.0 
Apparel and Other Textile Products .. .. .. . 3.0 2.9 3.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 
• 
0.1 0.1 
Paper and AJlied Products ............... 17.9 18.2 17.5 (d) (d) (d) 0.5 0.5 0.5 
Printing and Publishing ................. 5.7 5.5 5.6 1. 7 1. 7 1.8 0.6 0.6 0.7 
Rubber and Misc. Plastic Products ........ 3.9 3.9 3.8 0.3 0.3 0.3 1. 9 1.9 1.8 
Leather and Leather Products . ..... . .. . .. 12.5 12.7 12.7 1.4 1.4 1.2 2.1 2.2 2.3 
Footwear (except Rubber) .......... 10.6 10.8 10.9 n/a n/a n/a 1.8 2.0 1.9 
Other Nondurable Goods-1/ ......... 1.3 1.4 1.2 3.6 3.5 3.6 * * 0.1 
Total Nonmanufacturing ..... ... ... . ............ 428.2 425.6 423.8 119. 7 118.6 114.1 31. 7 30.7 30.6 
Construction and Mining ..... . ............ 35.6 36.6 37.1 9.8 9.9 9.4 2.4 2.5 2.5 
Building Construction ......... . .. . ... 11.8 12.3 12.9 2.5 2.6 2.8 0.6 0.6 0.7 
Special Trades Contractor ................ 16.8 17.4 16.8 5.5· 5.5 4.9 1.6 1. 7 1.7 
Transportation and Public Utilities .... . ..... 20.5 20.6 21.8 4.6 4.7 5.4 1.4 1.3 1.5 
Whole ale Trade ......................... . 25.5 25.9 24.8 10.3 10.3 10.3 2.2 2.2 2.1 
Retail Trade . ....... .... ..... . ...... . . .. . . 107 .4 109.6 105.4 31.9 31.5 29.1 8.7 8.5 8.1 
Food Stores ................. . ... . ...... 18.8 19.2 18.9 4.5 4.6 4.4 1.5 1.5 1.4 
Eating and Drinking Places ........ . ... .. 36.4 39.3 34.3 9.5 9.9 8.6 2.6 2.7 2.6 
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate . . . ....... 25.5 25.8 25.3 11.9 12.0 12.3 2.2 2.2 2.2 
Banking . . ......... . ................. . . 8.8 9.0 8.8 3.2 3.2 3.0 1.1 1.1 1.0 
Insurance Carriers, Brokers and Agents . . 10.3 10.4 10.0 6.1 6.1 5.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 
Services .. 
······ · ···················· 119.8 124.7 117 .8 35.0 35.4 31.6 10.8 10.6 10.2 
Hotels and Other Lodging Place ...... . .. 11.4 14.4 11.4 2.3 2.6 2.2 0.3 0.4 0.3 
Business Services .... 14.2 14.5 13.5 5.0 5.1 4.8 1.1 1.1 1.0 
Health Services ... 42.3 42.6 42.7 10.0 10.1 9.4 4.3 4.4 4.3 
Federal Government ......... . 19.1 19.4 18.6 2.0 2.1 2.1. 0.3 0.3 0.3 
• tate and Local Government ?} ..... . .... . .. 74.8 63.0 73.0 14.2 12.7 13.9 3.7 3.1 3.7 
Involved in Labor-Management Disputes .... . .... 1.6 1.6 1.2 0.9 0.9 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 
JI Employment figures relate to full- and part-time wage and salary workers in pay periods including the 12th of the month . Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, self-employed, and 
unpaid family workers are excluded. 2/ Transportation equipment and instruments are combined in the Lewiston senes. 3 Includes Standard Industrial Classification (SI ) codes: Statewide -
25, 32, 38, 39; Portland - 25, 32, 37, 38, 39: lcwiqon - 25, 32, 39. 4/ Includes 51C .:ode~: 5tatcw1dc 28, 29; Portland - 22, 26, 28, 29; Lewiston 28, 29. 5 Regular teachers arc rncluded in summer months 
whether or not specifically paid in thmc month\ . n/a - data not available in sutli.:1en1 detail for publication. Less than 50. (d) Nondisclo,ure item . 
THESE DATA ARE DEVELOPED BY THE l\1AI E BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT 
SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH 1 HE U.S. BUREAU OI LABOR STATI TIC . 
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Earnings and Workweek of Production Workers 
in Manufacturing Industries 
AV ERAGE WEEKLY AVERAGE WEEKLY AV E RAGE HOURLY ANNUAL AVERAGE 
EARNINGS HOURS EARNINGS HOURLY EARNINGS 
Las t Yea r T his Las t Yea r This Las t Yea r 1988 1987 1986 AREA AND I DUST R Y Month Ago Mon th Mo nth Ago Mo nth Mo nth Ago 
STATEWIDE 
Manufacturing . . .. .... ..... . . . .. .... .. .. $400.36 $397.39 $392.18 40.4 40.1 41.5 $9.91 $9.91 $9.45 $9.31 $8.77 $8.65 
Durable Goods . ....... . .... . .. . ........ 383.84 386.40 388.83 39.9 40.0 41.9 9.62 9.66 9.28 9.00 8.32 8.52 
Lumber and Wood Products . .... . ...... 371.21 365.98 371.46 41.2 40.8 41.0 9.01 8.97 9.06 8.60 7.82 7.74 
Primary and Fabricated Metals ......... 406.26 397.29 397.78 42.9 42.4 46.2 9.47 9.37 8.61 8.79 8.94 8.58 
Industrial Machinery and Equipment .... 512.34 502.17 485.58 45.1 45.2 49.6 11.36 11.11 9.79 9.49 9.20 9.62 
Electronic and Other Electric Equipment . 329.76 331.93 313. 77 36.0 35.5 35.9 9.16 9.35 8.74 8.51 8.03 7.94 
Other Durable Goods ................. 392.04 404.40 401.40 39.6 40.4 41.9 9.90 10.01 9.58 9.31 8.60 9.41 
Nondurable Goods ...... . .. . .... .. .. . . . . 415.54 406.82 394.01 40.9 40.2 41.0 10.16 10.12 9.61 9.60 9.18 8.76 
Food and Kindred Products . . .......... 315.44 298.68 290.88 38.8 39.3 40.4 8.13 7.60 7.20 7.30 7.16 7.00 
Textile Mill Products ....... . .. 337.40 345.26 318.11 40.7 41.2 41.1 8.29 8.38 7.74 7.66 7.35 7.04 
Apparel and Other Textile Products ..... 281.30 275.41 266.39 38.8 38.9 39.7 7.25 7.08 6.91 6.43 5.92 5.73 
Paper and AUied Products . . . . ......... 649.57 642.96 638.37 44.4 42.3 45.5 14.63 15.20 14.03 13.93 13.43 12.70 
Leather and Leather Products ....•.. ' ... ' . 268.80 259.11 250.42 38.9 38.5 38.0 6.91 6.73 6.59 6.59 6.34 6.05 
Other Nondurable Goods . ..... . . . ..... 355.67 351.27 322.13 39.3 38.9 37.5 9.05 9.03 8.59 8.62 8.28 8.00 
PORTLAND MSA 
Manufacturing ...................... . ..... 430.75 416.05 399.11 39.7 38.1 42.1 10.85 10.92 9.48 9.58 9.13 9.17 
LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA 
Manufacturing ...... .. ...... . .. . .. . ; ... .. . 334.77 323.90 321. 79 39.2 39.5 39.1 8.54 8.20 8.28 8.08 7.40 7.19 
Female Labor Force . Maine U.S. Consumer Price Index Ill 
in Thousands 
BASE PERIO D 
This Las t Yea r L as t 
Th is JI Las t l/ Yea r 2/ Mo nt h Mo nth Ago Dec. ITEM Mon th Mo nth Ago (1982-1984 = 100) All Items (CPI -U) 125.0 124.6 119.8 120.5 
La bo r Fo rce . .. ...... 290.9 283.9 279.8 
Unemployed .... .. ... 9.6 11.6 8 .1 
(Perce nt ) . . ... .. . . . 3.3% 4.1% 2. 9% Pem~ nt Ch,rn ge fo r Pa t Mo nth .. . .......... . ..... +0.3% 
Resid ent Empl oyed .... 281. 3 272.3 271. 6 Perce nt Change from l. J,1 Dec:e m ber .... . . ... .. ... . .. +3. 7% 
Pt' rc nt Change fro m I ::, Month Ago . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... +4.3% 
.lf Preliminary estimates .]J Revised 
Labor Force, Employment and Une1nployment 
in Thousands 
UN EMPLOYM ENT UN EMPLOYMENT 
Percent of 
AREA__I_/ LABOR FORCE Jj RESIDENT EMPLOYED Num ber Labor Force 
This Last Year This Last Year This Last Year This Last Year 
Month Month Ago Month Month Ago Month Month Ago Mon th Month Ago 
MAINE-Statewide . ........... 625.2 629.2 603.5 606.0 610.1 587.6 19.3 19.1 16.0 3.1 3.0 2.6 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 1,100 Bangor MSA . .............. 45,600 45,300 44,000 44,400 44,000 42,900 1,200 1,300 2.6 2.9 2.5 
Lewiston -Auburn MSA . . .. . 42,200 41,300 41,000 40,300 39,500 39,600 1,900 1,800 1,400 4.5 4.4 3.4 
Portland MSA ... . ......... 134,000 134,400 127,900 131,200 131,600 125,900 2,800 2,800 2,000 2.1 2.1 1.6 
Portsmouth -Dover-
Rochester MSA...l/ . ..... . . n/a 137,900 134,600 n/a 134,300 132,400 n/a 3,600 2,200 n/a 2.6 1.6 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta . . ... . ..... . .. .. ... 36,210 36,540 33,760 35,170 35,690 32,990 1,040 850 770 2.9 2.3 2.3 
Bath-Brunswick . .... . . .. . . . 31,100 30,500 28,660 30,400 29,860 28,150 700 640 510 2.3 2.1 1.8 
Belfast . . .. . ...... . ........ 11, 780 11,590 11,380 11, 120 10,970 10,690 660 620 690 5.6 5.3 6. 1 
Biddeford . ... . ... . . ... ... . 30,190 30,780 27,720 29,350 30,060 27,160 840 720 560 2.8 2.3 2.0 
Boothbay Harbor-Wiscasset . 16,270 17,230 15,140 16,010 16,940 14,890 260 290 250 1.6 1. 7 1. 7 
Calais-Eastport . .. .. .. . . .... 14,830 16,570 15,170 13,950 15,750 14,220 880 820 950 5.9 4.9 6.3 
Caribou-Presque Isle ........ 22,130 20,230 22,330 21,090 19,160 21,160 1,040 1,070 1,170 4.7 5.3 5.2 
Central Penobscot .. . . . . ... . 3,270 3,180 2,960 3,160 3,040 2,880 110 140 80 3.4 4.4 2.7 
Dover-Foxcroft . . . . . . . .. . . .. 7,090 6,960 6,880 6,770 6,600 6,660 320 360 220 4.5 5.2 3.2 
Ellsworth . .. . .. . .. . . . .. .. . . 26,190 28 ,850 25,480 25 , 540 28,250 24,960 650 600 520 2.5 2.1 2.0 
Farmington .... .. . ... .. . . . . 12,600 12,550 12,340 12,190 11,820 11,920 410 730 420 3.3 5.8 3.4 
Fort Kent-Allagash ... . . ... . 6,250 5,390 6,310 5,920 5,150 6,090 330 240 220 5.3 4.5 3. 5 
Greenville .. . .. .. . . .. ... . . . 1,520 1,620 1,570 1,460 1,530 1,530 60 90 40 3.9 5.6 2.5 
Houlton .. .. .... . ... .. .. . .. 6,190 6,390 6,510 6,000 6,010 6,340 190 380 170 3.1 5.9 2.6 
Kittery-York..3/ .. .. .... .... 29,850 30,490 30,040 29,520 30,230 29,810 330 260 230 1.1 0.9 0.8 
Lincoln-Howland . ... .... .. . 5,440 5,330 5,310 5,170 5,100 5,040 270 230 270 5.0 4.3 5.1 
Livermore Falls ............ 4,870 4,630 4,310 4,670 4,420 4,130 200 210 180 4.1 4.5 4.2 
Madawaska-Van Buren . . . ... 4,250 3,960 4,120 4,050 3,770 3,880 200 190 240 4.7 4.8 5.8 
Millinocket-East Millinocket . 3,940 3,960 4,080 3,770 3,820 3,900 170 140 180 4.3 3.5 4.4 
Norway-Paris ...... . . . ..... 12,330 12,450 11,910 11,690 11,930 11,520 640 520 390 5.2 4.2 3.3 
Patten-Island Falls . ... .. . ... 2,350 2,340 2,500 2,240 2,230 2,440 110 110 60 4.7 4. 7 2.4 
Rockland . ... . ..... .. .... . . 18,840 19,200 18,650 18,380 18, 710 18,250 460 490 400 2.4 2.6 2.1 
Rumford ..... . .... . ....... 8,450 8,120 7,880 8,010 7,670 7,470 440 450 410 5.2 5.5 5.2 
Sanford . . . . . . ... . . ... . .. . . 15,930 15 ,830 16,290 15,320 15,330 15,880 610 500 410 3.8 3. 2 2.5 
Sebago Lakes Region ....... 13,430 15,350 13,420 13,050 14,960 13,180 380 390 240 2.8 2. 5 1.8 
Skowhegan . ... .... . ..... . . 21,940 22,050 21,490 21,050 21,030 20,540 890 1,020 950 4. 1 4.6 4.4 
Southwest Penobscot . .... .. 11,380 11,220 10,710 10,830 10,690 10,280 550 530 430 4.8 4.7 4.0 
Waterville .... . .... .. ..... . 24,800 24,940 23,930 24,140 24,230 23,280 660 710 650 2.7 2.8 2.7 
OTHER 
NEW ENGLAND ST ATES 
Connecticut ................ n/a 1,831.8 1,770.5 n/a 1,763.8 1,723.3 n/a 67.9 47.2 n/a 3.7 2.7 
Massachusetts .............. 3,112.0 3,243.0 3,125.3 2,978.0 3,117.0 3,031.4 134.0 126.0 93.9 4.3 3. 9 3.0 
New Hampshire ............ n/a 639.4 611. 7 n/a 616.6 596.5 n/a 22.8 15.1 n/a 3.6 2.5 
Rhode Island .............. 527.9 534.5 532.8 506.9 515.1 514.8 21.0 19.4 18.0 4.0 3.6 3.4 
Vermont .... . ............. 303.9 307.1 294.3 293 .8 296 . 1 287.9 10.1 11.0 6.4 3.3 3.6 2.2 
NEW ENGLAND STATES ... n/a 7,185.0 6,938.1 n/a 6,918 . 7 6,741.5 n/a 266 .2 196 . 6 n/a 3.7 2.8 
UNITED STA TES 123,828 125 ,444 121,842 117 ,498 119 ,092 115,474 6,330 6,352 6,368 5.1 5.1 5.2 
MSA-Metropolitan Stati tical Area Note 
Footnotes n I a indicates that the information was not available at the time of printing. 
J __; Labor force, employment, and unemployment data for all areas are by place of residence and are not seasonally adJusted. Estimates made independently for each labor market area have been 
benchmarked to and extrapolated from the Current Population Survey estimates for the state. All data exclude members of the Armed Forces. Data are rounded for publishing purposes. Employ-
ment and unemployment may not add to labor force due to rounding . 
...1.1 Current figures preliminary; last month and year ago figures revised . 
...1..1 Kittery-York is the eight-town Maine portion of the Portsmouth-Dover-Rochester MSA which includes towns in both Maine and New Hampsh1re. 
THESE DATA ARE DEVELOPED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
Mid-Month Insured Unemployment 
ITEM STATEWIDE PORTLAND MSA LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA 
This Last Year This Last Year This Last Yea r 
Month Month Ago Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
Number of Continued-Week Claimants* . 5, 462 7,005 3, 77 4 800 927 448 627 701 369 
Maine Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment by Place of Work 
In Thousands 
Net Change ro 
1989 Previous Year Current Quarter From 
ITEM 3rd Quarter Quarter Ago Previous Quarter Year Ago 
Total Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment 534.4 525. 9 531.4 +8.5 +3.0 
Total Manufacturing . .. 107 .4 106. 7 108 .0 +O . 7 
-0.6 
• 
Durable Goods . 49. 7 49.8 51.0 -0 . 1 
-1. 3 
Lumber and Wood Products . 12 .4 11.8 13 .8 +0.6 
-1.4 Primary and Fabricated Metals . 3.4 3 .6 3. 5 -0. 2 
-0.1 Industrial Machinery and Equipment . 4.3 4.4 4. 7 
-0 . 1 -0.4 Electronic and Other Electric Equipment . 10 . 0 10.3 11.1 -0. 3 
-1.1 
Transportation Equipment 14. 7 14. 7 13 .1 0.0 +1.6 Other Durable Goods 4 . 9 5 . 0 4.8 -0 .1 +0.1 Nondurable Goods . 57. 7 56. 9 57 .0 +0.8 +0. 7 Food and Kindred Products . 7 .9 6. 7 7. 9 +1. 2 0.0 Textile Mill Products .. 6 .0 6.4 5.6 -0.4 +0.4 Apparel and Other Textile Products 2 . 8 3 . 0 3 . 0 -0 . 2 
-0. 2 Paper and Allied Products . 18 .1 17 .8 17 . 9 +0.3 +0.2 Printing and Publishing 5 .6 5.6 5.6 0.0 0.0 
'Rubber and Misc. Plastic Product 3 .9 3.8 3 .8 +0.1 +0.1 Leather and Leather Products .. 12 .0 12 .4 11. 9 -0 .4 +0.1 Footwear (except Rubber) . 10.2 10. 5 10.2 -0 .3 0.0 Other Nondurable Goods 
·· ····· ······ 1.4 1.2 1. 3 +0.2 +0.1 Total Nonmanufacturing . 427 .0 419 .2 423 .4 +7 .8 +3.6 Construction and Mining . 36. 2 33. 9 38.0 +2 . 3 -1.8 Building Construction 
· · ·········· · · ·· · · · 12.1 11.0 13.4 +1.1 -1.3 Special Trades Contractor. 17 .1 16.2 17 . 0 +0.9 +0.1 Transportation and Public Utilities 21.0 21. 6 21. 7 -0 .6 -0. 7 Wholesale Trade . . . . ...... . ........ . ... . .. 25.9 25. 9 25.0 0.0 +0.9 Retail Trade 108 . 8 102.0 107 .2 +6.8 +1.6 Food Stores ... . 19 . 0 18.3 19. 3 +O. 7 
-0.3 Eating and Drinking Places 38.3 33. 5 36.1 +4.8 +2 .2 Finance, Insurance and Real Estate ... 25.8 25.6 25.5 +0.2 +0 . 3 Banking. 8.9 8.8 8.9 +O .1 0.0 Insurance Carriers, Brokers and Agents . 10 . 3 10. 2 9.9 +0.1 +0.4 Services. 122.8 115.8 121. 7 +7 .0 +1.1 Hotels and Other Lodging Places 13 .2 8.0 13.8 +5. 2 -0.6 Business Services . . 14. 5 14.3 13. 7 +0.2 +0.8 Health Services . 42.5 42. 7 42.5 
-0.2 0.0 Federal Government . 
State and Local Government 19 .3 19 .1 18. 6 +O 2 +O. 7 
·· · ···· ·· · ·· · · 67 .2 75 . 3 65 . 7 
-8 .1 +1.5 Involved in Labor-Management Disputes 1.1 0.0 1.2 +i.1 -0.1 
The Bureau of Employment Securit} is affiliated with the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statbtic . 
.S. F:mplo)menc and Training Adminislration and is a Federal-State Statistical Program Cooperati\e Representative of the 
Published under Appropriation No . 03444. 
BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY 
Division of Economic Analysis and Research 
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